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Dear Brothers and Sisters,

In the letters of the New Testament we find many references 
as to how we can gain victory with Christ. For one thing, 
we read how Apostle Paul takes stock of his life: “I have 
fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept 
the faith. Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of right-
eousness” (2 Timothy 4: 7–8). Therefore, when it comes to 
faith, gaining the victory does not mean being the best of 
all, but rather enduring to the end and reaching the goal. 

The letters to the Corinthians (9: 25–26), to the Hebrews 
(12: 1), and the Philippians (3: 13–14) likewise refer to the 
image of an athlete or a race. These passages help us to train 
in perseverance and endurance. Accordingly, those who 
want to endure till they reach the goal must

■ know the goal. Ours is to enter into eternal glory. To this 
end, we must come to resemble Christ more and more 
all the time. But do we occupy ourselves sufficiently with 
this effort? 

■ keep their eyes on the goal. Let us not allow ourselves to 
be distracted from pursuing our course by the cheers or 
boos on the side-lines.   

■ divide up the distance. We do not need to be discour-
aged when we find we are still such a long way from 
acquiring the nature of Jesus. We can always resolve to 
focus on a single characteristic and live in accordance 
with it very conscientiously for a while. 

■ not overdo things. Those who find their life of faith too 
taxing might try treading more lightly when it comes to 
natural things and concentrating more on the spiritual 
instead.

■ get rid of ballast. Guilt and irreconcilability make it 
difficult for us to make progress. Let us always seek 
forgiveness and in turn also grant forgiveness!

■ stick with their diet. What sort of nourishment helps us 
in our course of faith? Let us only supply our souls with 
that which strengthens us enduringly. Above all, this 
includes the word of God and Holy Communion. 

“Being there is everything” is the Olympic motto. When it 
comes to our life of faith, however, the thought that counts 
is “perseverance is everything”. Let us be inspired by the 
call to action recorded in 1 Timothy 6: 12: “Fight the good 
fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which you were 
also called.”

Warm greetings

 
 
 

 
Jean-Luc Schneider

Perseverance 
is everything
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Bought at 
a price

1 Corinthians 7: 23

“You were bought at a price; do not 
become slaves of men.” 
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Dear brothers and sisters, the hymn of the choir is an ex-
pression of our joy that we can participate in this divine 
service today. I share this joy with you, however, I can also 
well imagine that there are some among us who are not feel-
ing so joyful—not because they cannot believe, but because 
they must live through trials, or have a great many cares, or 
perhaps are very concerned about their future or the future 
of their children. I would like to call out to these brethren 
today and say, “Dear brother, 
dear sister, you have not been 
forgotten. Today God desires 
to comfort and strengthen you. 
He desires to draw near to you 
so that you may feel, ‘God is 
very close to me!’ He assures 
you of His help.” 

The greatest help God seeks to 
grant us is redemption from all 
evil. That is much greater than 
being delivered from a momen-
tary illness. He will see to it that 
we are eternally redeemed from 
all suffering, from all evil, from 
everything bad. Therefore be of 
good cheer: God is working to help you! 

This work began when the Son of God gave His life for us. 
That is what Apostle Paul is talking about when he states, 
“You were bought at a price.” 

Through Adam’s fall into sin, all human beings have be-
come slaves to sin. We suffer from the evil one because we 
are exposed to his power. All illness, all injustice, all suffer-
ing, and even death are consequences of sin. From birth on, 
human beings are slaves to sin. And it is precisely from this 
that the Lord desires to redeem us. It is for this purpose that 
He has bought us at such a price. He has given His life. He 
was condemned and executed—put to death—in our place. 

He who was perfect, He who 
had never made a single mis-
take, took it upon Himself to be 
condemned so that we would 
not have to be condemned. He 
was chastised so that we would 
not need to be chastised as a 
result of our mistakes and sins. 
Through His merit we can be 
redeemed. 

Our God loves us so much that 
He sent His Son to die for us. 
Let us also remember what 
God has undertaken for us 
even after the sacrifice of His 
Son such that we would be able 

to profit from this merit: He has sent the Holy Spirit, He has 
given us the Apostles, and through all the centuries He has 
seen to it that the gospel of Jesus Christ could continue to 
spread. There were times in which many people accepted 
the gospel, but there have also been other times—times in 

Let us not pursue our 
own way but rather  

follow Jesus Christ. We 
know that those who 

battle with Jesus Christ 
at their side will gain  

the victory.  

Nearly 14,000 people attended the service in the basketball 
stadium Cidadela and in the adjacent hall 
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which Christians were persecuted. But God has always seen 
to it that everything would carry on. 

We are also mindful of the many individuals who have en-
sured that we today can discover the message of the gos-
pel. Jesus Christ paid dearly for us—and many people have 
brought sacrifices in 
the service of Jesus 
Christ such that we to-
day can be redeemed. 
There have been so 
many sacrifices so that 
the Apostle ministry 
can be active among 
us today!

Now Paul goes on to 
say, “You were bought 
at a price; do not be-
come slaves of men.” This has nothing to do with individual 
persons, but is intended as a reference to the slavery of the 
world: God has redeemed you, has paid a great price for 
you, so that you never need to become slaves to this world 
ever again! Here the reference is to “slaves of men”. A slave 

is not free. He is bound. He has a free will but has nothing 
to say. The slave must do what his master wants. He is com-
pelled to work and does not receive any payment for his 
labours. He performs all his labour for free. As children of 
God, we are not meant to become slaves to this world ever 
again. What does this mean? 

In the Bible there are 
many examples of 
people who were cho-
sen or purchased, yet 
who lost everything 
owing to a poor de-
cision. Take Esau, for 
example. He had been  
chosen! He was the 
firstborn and was to 
have received a special 
blessing, but he got 

caught up in his earthly needs. And because he was a slave 
to these needs, he was no longer able to make a free deci-
sion. He sold his blessing for a pottage of lentils! His earthly 
concerns were more important to him than the blessing. 
That is why he became the servant of his brother. In re-

Following Jesus Christ is never  
in vain. Those who follow Him 
will receive the crown of eternal 

life, the greatest reward there 
could ever be. 
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poor man, is not important for the salvation of one’s soul 
(Galatians 3: 28). What is important is the attitude of one’s 
heart. Let us have the right heart’s attitude. Let us not allow 
ourselves to be led by our earthly needs. 

Another example from the Old Testament is the story of 
Samson, the judge of Israel. His mother dedicated him to 
God when he was born. God had chosen this man in order 
to fight against the Philistines, the enemies of Israel. At that 
time, when a man was dedicated to God, when a man stood 
in the service of God, his hair was never to be cut. Everyone 
knew: whenever someone comes along with long hair, he 
must be a man dedicated to God, a servant of God. This was 
also the case later on with Samuel. No one was allowed to 
cut his hair either (1 Samuel 1: 11). 

Assisting in the divine service were District 
Apostles Patrick Mkhwanazi (top right) and  
District Apostle Noel E. Barnes (both from 
South Africa)

sponse to his question as to whether he had any 
other blessing left for him, his father told him, 
“Indeed I have made him your master, and all 
his brethren I have given to him as servants … 
What shall I do now for you, my son?” (Genesis 
27: 37). 

There is a great danger that we too might be-
come servants and slaves to our natural needs 
and that our natural well-being might become 
more important to us than the salvation of our 
souls. Some will then say, “I cannot come to the 
service because I have to go and do my work.” 
Others might say, “I cannot obey God—I can-
not live in accordance with the command-
ments—when it comes to money.” And yet, at their Holy 
Baptism, at their Holy Sealing, or at their confirmation, 
they made the firm decision to follow Jesus Christ and live 
in accordance with the commandments of God. But be-
cause they became slaves to their earthly lives, they were no 
longer free—and were thus unable to keep the promise they 
had made. They stopped respecting the commandments 
because of their earthly needs. 

We have been bought at a price! Let us not become slaves 
to the earthly ever again! We have decided for the Lord and 
are free to pursue the path that God has laid down for us. 

Apostle Paul made it clear that the question of whether one 
is a slave or a free man, a Jew or a Gentile, a rich man or a 



7

DIVINE SERVICE IN AFRICAcommunity 03/2016

Samson was very strong and fought against the Philistines, 
but one day he met Delilah, and this woman was bribed 
by the Philistines. The princes of the Philistines came to 
her and said, “Convince him to tell you what gives him 
such great strength, and find out how we can overpower 
him such that we may bind him and capture him, and we 
will each give you eleven hundred pieces of silver.” Delilah 
continued to pester Samson with the question, “Please just 
tell me the source of your great strength!” After some time 
Samson finally gave in just to please her, and ultimately 
told her, “No razor has ever come upon my head for I have 
been a Nazirite to God from my mother’s womb. If I am 
shaven, then my strength will leave me, and I shall become 
weak, and be like any other man” (Judges 16: 5–17). In  
other words, his strength lay in his intimate connection to 
God. What did the woman do? She cut off Samson’s locks 
of hair. She thereby deprived him of the very symbol of his 
relationship with God. He was then taken captive and be-
came a slave to the Philistines. Why? Because he had made 
the wrong decision. The favour of this woman had become 
more important to him than the favour of God. 

We endeavour to fill our place in society and cultivate good 
relationships with other people, but these relationships 
with others must never become more important than our 
relationship with God! Let us please God more than men. 
There are times when we must say, “No, I will not go along 
with this, even if you do not like it. I will not do this because 
the favour of God is more important to me.” 

A third example from the Old Testament: Israel was  
the chosen people of God. Naturally this did not please  
the other nations. On another occasion, the Philistines 
came to make war on the people of God. And this time  

Left: Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider ordains District Elder José  
Calenga Baza (kneeling) as an Apostle. Apostle Alfonso Avelino (standing) 
was placed into retirement in this service after 30 years as a minister

the enemy had a mighty man on their side, namely  
Goliath, a giant with heavy weapons who terrorized every-
one. He mocked the Israelites, made fun of God, and said, 
“Choose a man for yourselves, and let him come down 
to me. If he is able to fight with me and kill me, then we  
will be your servants. But if I prevail against him and kill  
him, then you shall be our servants and serve us” (1 Samuel  
17: 8–9). The Israelites were afraid—and their fear very 
nearly made them slaves to their enemies. Fortunately,  
little David came along—and he was not afraid. He knew 
that he would be able to conquer Goliath with God’s help. 
And David liberated his people. 

At times we also feel we are too weak and that the spirit 
from below is so powerful. After all, his theories are spread 
with such great force. Those who follow him are so suc-
cessful, and at times we have such a struggle in our lives. 
The Devil has such means at his disposal that we cannot  
defend ourselves against him! — But that is simply not 
true! Even if our enemy is as powerful as all that, we know 
that we can gain the victory with Christ! Christ is stronger 
than our enemy! We follow Jesus Christ, and we take up 
the battle against evil. With Him we will win. Let us not 
become slaves to the evil one! 

This last example was given by Jesus Himself. He shared  
the following image with His disciples: “When an unclean 
spirit goes out of a man, he goes through dry places, seeking 
rest; and finding none, he says, ‘I will return to my house 
from which I came.’ And when he comes, he finds it swept 
and put in order. Then he goes and takes with him seven 
other spirits more wicked than himself, and they enter and 
dwell there; and the last state of that man is worse than the 
first” (Luke 11: 24–26). This image holds a message for us. 
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Following the divine service, the Chief Apostle answered 
questions put to him by the local media

Through our baptism, through Holy Sealing, we were puri-
fied. The evil one was driven out and had no more claim 
on us. We belong to Jesus Christ. But now it is up to us to 
decide who will live in our hearts. 

The evil spirit with its seven companions could come  
back to us if our hearts are empty and there is room for 
them. 

Let us see to it that the Holy Spirit lives in our hearts and 
that He fills our whole heart, our whole life. The new cre-
ation in Jesus Christ must develop within us. If the life we 
have received out of the Holy Spirit fills our whole heart, 
no other spirits will find any room there. But if a person is 
baptized and sealed, and his heart is not filled with the Holy 
Spirit, the evil spirits will return and this person will then 
be very unhappy. 

Then the same spirit who came to Jesus in the time of His 
temptation will come to this person and say, “Why don’t 
you utilize your childhood in God to have a better life here 
on earth?” And then, although this person may well come 
to the divine services, he will be more concerned about his 
earthly concerns, and will simply pray, “Dear God, please 
see to it that things go well for me. I am Your child, after all. 
Please make me rich.” The old spirit will thus have returned, 
and now he decides what one should pray and what one 
should do. And such a person will have a difficult time of 
things because he will notice that it simply does not work. 
“I am New Apostolic, but I am not becoming wealthy.” And 
then he is worse off than he ever was before. 

It may indeed be the case that one is baptized and sealed, 
and that one’s heart was purified, but if one does not really 

CORE THOUGHTS

Christ paid dearly for us with His sacrifice. Let us 
therefore make sure that we 

■ are not servants to earthly concerns;  

■ please God more than mankind;

■ are not awed and impressed by the power  
of the evil one; 

■ allow the Holy Spirit to fill our whole heart.

allow the Holy Spirit to develop properly, another spirit will 
come back and take His place. 

Another example. Perhaps there are some who feel they 
want to be a “somebody” in the congregation, in the Church. 
All they are concerned about is to shine in the Church and 
through the Church. Perhaps they sing in the choir, but  
not in order to praise the Lord but to be in the limelight. 
And perhaps there is a brother who will do anything he  
can in order to attain a higher ministry. He wants to be-
come the boss. He has thus become the servant to another 
spirit and no longer serves the Lord. He only seeks to work 
to his own advantage. Everything he does is done with an 
ulterior motive. One wants to become rich, the other wants 
to count for something in the Church. These people be-
come servants to another spirit and will not receive what 
they are after! At some point they will be disappointed. 

These are just some simple examples of people whom God 
had chosen for blessing but who made a poor decision. 
They ended up becoming “slaves of men” again. 

Let us be servants and handmaidens of Christ. Out of 
love for Jesus we are very closely connected to Him. Let 
us not pursue our own way but rather follow Jesus Christ. 
We know that those who battle with Jesus Christ on their 
side will gain the victory. Following Christ is never in vain. 
Those who follow Him will receive the crown of eternal life, 
the greatest reward there could ever be. And because we 
have been bought at such a price, let us truly be disciples 
and servants of Jesus Christ. The reward for this will be in-
describably great. 
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The doctrine of  
future things

What future event is the goal of faith of New  
Apostolic Christians?
Jesus Christ is coming again—that is a central statement of 
the gospel. Since His ascension into heaven the Apostles 
have proclaimed the return of the Lord. It is the goal of faith 
of New Apostolic Christians to be accepted by Him on this 
occasion.

Who promised the return of Jesus Christ?
Jesus Christ Himself promised His Apostles: “And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive 
you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also” 
(John 14: 3). This promise of Jesus was reinforced by angels 
at His ascension into heaven: “This same Jesus, who was 
taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like manner 
as you saw Him go into heaven” (Acts 1: 11).

Who knows the exact point in time when Christ 
will return?
Neither angels nor men know the day or the hour of Jesus 
Christ’s return. Only the triune God knows this.

What does the promise of Christ’s return mean  
for us?
It is one of the fundamental certainties of the gospel that 
Jesus Christ will return and take His bride unto Himself. 
He Himself has promised His return (John 14: 3).

Why do we believe that the promise of Christ’s 
return is near?
The fact that the Apostle ministry is once again occupied is 
a sign that the return of Christ is imminent. The expecta-
tion that this promise of the Lord will be fulfilled is as much 

The Catechism of the New Apostolic Church in Questions and Answers was published 
in September 2015. community presents excerpts of some of the 750 questions and 
answers. In this issue we will look at the doctrine of future things and at aspects con-
cerning the history of Christianity. 

■
 ©

 z
hu

 d
ife

ng
 -

 F
ot

ol
ia

.c
om



10

community 03/2016 DOCTRINE

the focal point of the New Apostolic faith today as it is the 
hope of each individual to personally experience the return 
of Christ and the rapture.

How do we prepare for the return of Christ?
The Apostles prepare the believers for the return of Christ 
through word and sacrament.
The believers conscientiously align their lives by this.

What will happen at the return of Christ?
In summary, the following results from the statements of 
Apostle Paul: At the return of Christ, the dead who have 
died in Christ, will be the first to resurrect incorruptible. 
The living who have allowed themselves to be prepared 
for the return of Christ will experience the transformation 
without having to suffer physical death.
Both the dead and the living will receive a glorious body. 
This body will be like the resurrection body of Christ. To-
gether they will be caught up to Jesus Christ and will thus 
enter into eternal fellowship with the triune God.
These events are part of the first resurrection mentioned in 
Revelation 20: 5–6.

Who will be caught up at the return of Christ?
The rapture at the return of Christ is first of all promised to 
those who have been granted the rebirth out of water and 
the Spirit, who believe in Jesus Christ, and who follow Him. 
This group is also called the “bridal congregation” or the 
“male child” (Revelation 12: 5).
Whether God will also grant the grace of the rapture to 
others is beyond human judgement and is subject to the 
decision of God.

Are there any characteristics for those who will 
belong to the bridal congregation?
Yes—one such outstanding characteristic is that they wait 
daily for the return of Christ and are steadfast in praying: 
“Come, Lord Jesus!” (Revelation 22: 17, 20).

What events comprise the first resurrection?
During the first resurrection, the dead in Christ will resur-
rect and, together with the living who belong to the bridal 
congregation, will be caught up to God.
After the marriage in heaven, the martyrs from the great 
tribulation will resurrect and be numbered among the  
royal priesthood.

These two events are described as the first resurrection: 
“Blessed and holy is he who has part in the first resurrec-
tion. Over such the second death has no power, but they 
shall be priests of God and of Christ, and shall reign with 
Him a thousand years” (Revelation 20: 6).

What follows the conclusion of the first resurrec-
tion?
After the conclusion of the first resurrection, Jesus Christ 
will establish His kingdom of peace and exercise His royal 
reign for a thousand years. These thousand years symbolize 
a long, but limited, period of time.

What transpires during the period of the kingdom 
of peace on earth?
During the time of Christ’s kingdom of peace, Jesus Christ 
and the royal priesthood will preach the gospel unhin-
dered. The gospel will be brought to all human beings living 
on earth as well as to all souls in the realms of the departed. 
By the end of the kingdom of peace, all human beings of all 
time periods will have become acquainted with the gospel 
of Jesus Christ.

What happens to those who find grace in the Last 
Judgement? 
Those who find grace in the Last Judgement will—together 
with those who partook in the first resurrection—become 
citizens of God’s new creation. They will then all have eter-
nal fellowship with God. The others will remain in the mis-
ery of remoteness from God.

What does the Bible have to say about God’s new 
creation?
After the Last Judgement, God will replace the old creation 
with a new creation: “He [God] will dwell with them, and 
they shall be His people. God Himself will be with them 
and be their God” (Revelation 21: 3). Thereby the expec-
tation expressed in 2 Peter 3: 13 will be fulfilled: “Never-
theless we, according to His promise, look for new heavens 
and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.” This king-
dom of God will be eternal, and then God will be all in all 
(1 Corinthians 15: 28).

Publisher: Jean-Luc Schneider, Überlandstrasse 243, 8051 Zürich/Switzerland
Verlag Friedrich Bischoff GmbH, Frankfurter Str. 233, 63263 Neu-Isenburg/Germany
Editor: Peter Johanning
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From the history of  
Christianity

How did the first Christian congregations come 
into being?
The first Christian congregation came into being on Pente - 
cost (Acts 2: 37 et seq.). This congregation consisted  
only of Jews. Owing to the persecutions that followed, 
many of the believers fled from Jerusalem (Acts 8: 1; 
11: 19). In their new surroundings they continued to 
preach the gospel, which also met with faith there. So it 
was that Christian congregations began to form in other  
places.

How did Christendom develop after the second 
century ad?
What had begun with the stoning of Deacon Stephen grew 
into waves of persecutions: many Christians were killed 
for their faith and thereby became martyrs. Despite these 
persecutions and many obstacles, the Christian faith spread 
throughout the Roman Empire.

How did Christianity develop in the time before the 
Middle Ages?
During the great Migration Period (in the fourth and fifth 
centuries) Christianity gained in strength in both Europe  
and Asia. 
Monasticism, which first came into being in Egypt  
in the third century, played a special role in the spread of 
Christianity. One of the principle duties of the monks was 
to live a life of poverty in accordance with the example of 
Christ, and to spread the Christian faith. In the Middle 
Ages, monks and nuns accomplished outstanding achieve-
ments in science, and were also involved in agriculture and 
social issues. 
Increasingly, Christianity came to define the lives of 
the people, as well as the culture, politics, and society of  
Europe. In the year 1054, tensions led to a split between 
the Western Church (Roman Catholic) and the Eastern 
Church (Orthodox). 

What else did Christians have to contend with 
starting in the seventh century?
Starting in the seventh century, Christians in parts of Asia, 
Africa, and even Europe had to contend with a new reli-
gion, namely Islam. Many areas were lost to the Christian 
faith, for example the Middle East and Northern Africa. 

This led to battles, for example, the Crusades. These took 
place between 1095 and 1270 in the Middle East with the 
stated objective of conquering Jerusalem and the Holy 
Land for Christendom.

What developments led to the efforts to reform the 
church?
Over the course of the Middle Ages, the church became 
more and more secular—faith and doctrine lost more and 
more of their value. This can be attributed to a lack of ori-
entation from the gospel. 
It was for this reason that an increasing number of efforts 
were made to reform the church. On the one hand, there 
were endeavours to reform the church within monasticism, 
and on the other hand, others like the Frenchman Peter 
Waldo (1140, died before 1218), the English theologian 
John Wycliffe (1320–1384), and the rector of the University 
of Prague, John Hus (1369–1384), began to make efforts of 
their own. All of them were consistent critics of the secu-
larized church. The movements initiated and supported by 
them affected large parts of Europe, and eventually led to 
the Reformation.

What is the Reformation?
The Reformation (from the Latin reformatio, meaning  
“restoration” or “renewal”) was a religious renewal move-
ment in Europe, which was based on the desire to return to 
the gospel. It is closely associated with the German monk 
Martin Luther (1483–1546). According to his conviction, 
the sole basis of the doctrine was to be the biblical testi-
mony of Jesus Christ. Luther translated the Bible from the 
Hebrew and Greek languages into German, and thus made 
it accessible to the people. The Anglican state church came 
into being independently in the year 1534.

What was the condition of Christendom in the 
nineteenth century?
In the nineteenth century, increasing efforts were made 
in order to win back those who had, through poverty and 
ignorance, grown alienated from the faith, for the gospel 
(“Inner or Home Mission”). Beyond that, “missionary so-
cieties” were established in order to see to the spread of 
Christianity in countries outside of Europe, particularly in 
Africa.
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What important developments occurred in the 
Christendom of the nineteenth century?
The so-called “revivalist movements”—which became es-
pecially popular among Protestants in England and the 
USA—were also of great significance: believing Christians 
appealed for people to turn away from “cultural Christian-
ity” and return to a living Christian faith. This call for re-
flection on the gospel was often associated with the hope in 
the return of Christ. 
This is the historical context in which God prepared for the 
renewed activity of Apostles.

How did the renewed occupation of the Apostle 
ministry in the nineteenth century come about?
Between 1826 and 1829, believing men gathered for confer-
ences in Albury (Southern England), in order to study the 
Revelation of Jesus Christ together. These conferences took 
place at the invitation of the banker Henry Drummond 
(1786–1860) in close collaboration with Edward Irving 
(1792–1834), who was a clergyman of the Scottish Nation-
al Church. The participants of these conferences wanted to 
gain clarity on the biblical statements concerning the activ-
ity of the Holy Spirit and the return of Christ.
Believers of various denominations in Scotland were also 
waiting for an increased activity of the Holy Spirit. In 1830, 
manifestations of healing, glossolalia (speaking in un-
known tongues), and prophecy occurred in their circle, and 
were widely noticed.
In the autumn of 1832, John Bate 
Cardale (1802–1877) was called by 
the Holy Spirit to be an Apostle and 
was designated as an Apostle by  
Henry Drummond.
Starting in September 1833, an other 
eleven Apostles were called by proph-
ecy—especially through the prophet 
Oliver Taplin (1800–1862).

How did the Catholic Apostolic 
Church come into being?
In 1835, the Apostles withdrew  
to Albury for a year of intensive de-
liberations together. They developed 
the Great Testimony (1837), a con-
fessional text that was made available 
to all spiritual and secular leaders of 
Christendom.
In this document the Apostles called 
upon Christians to gather under their 
leadership and thereby prepare them-
selves for the return of Christ. They 
were thus not interested in establish-

ing a new church, but rather in bringing the various exist-
ing churches together under the leadership of Apostles.
The majority of Christians did not accept the call of the 
Apostles, however. The few Christians that did believe the 
Apostles banded together in a new church, namely the 
Catholic Apostolic Church.

How did the New Apostolic Church come into 
being?
Priest Rudolf Rososchacky (1815–1894), the rector of the 
Catholic Apostolic congregation in Königsberg, was called 
to be an Apostle by the prophet Geyer on 10 October 1862. 
The Apostles of the Catholic Apostolic Church did not  
acknowledge this calling. 
The prophet Geyer and the leader of the Catholic Apostol-
ic congregation in Hamburg, Friedrich Wilhelm Schwartz 
(1815–1895) were, however, convinced that this calling had 
been the work of the Holy Spirit.
The congregation in Hamburg thus acknowledged the call-
ing of this Apostle on 4 January 1863, and was excommuni-
cated from the Catholic Apostolic Church as a result.
Thus the beginning of the New Apostolic Church dates 
back to January 1863.
Even after Apostle Rososchacky resigned from his ministry 
a short time later, Geyer, Schwarz, and the Hamburg con-
gregation remained firmly convinced that his calling had 
been a divine one.
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