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community 02/2015 EDITORIAL

Dear Brothers and Sisters around the world,

A few months of the year 2015 have already passed. They 
have brought happiness and tragedy, distress and grief, 
joy and confidence. When I published this motto—“Joy in 
Christ”—at the beginning of the year, I did not realize how 
multifaceted it was. Some may even have been thinking 
about earthly happiness. And who would not be delighted 
about that! But there is so much more to this motto: for  
example, there is the joy we feel in divine service, the joy 
that results from the forgiveness of our sins, and the joy we 
experience in Holy Communion. Have we not all experi-
enced such beautiful moments of fellowship, of together-
ness, of encouragement and support? I am confident that 
our motto will continue to live on. It is far more than just 
a slogan. 

Following are some thoughts concerning our 2015 motto 
“Joy in Christ”.

■ We can rejoice that we are part of such a beautiful fel-
lowship of God’s children. We are members in a con-
gregation and are not alone on our path of faith. 

■ The Lord loves us and has died for us. Our sins are 
forgiven and He calls us to His table to have fellowship 
with Him. In every divine service He steps into our 
midst and we experience Him. 

■ The Lord will return. He has promised this and will 
keep His promise. Is that not what we are looking for-

ward to most of all? He will return to take home His 
bride. And we can expect His coming! 

You have to admit: this is wonderful! 

This is something in which we can all rejoice together.  
Remember the words in Psalm 103: 2, “Forget not all His 
benefits.”

Wishing you a joyful time ahead,

Yours, 

Jean-Luc Schneider

Joy in Christ
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Asking in the name  
of Jesus 

“If you ask  
anything in my name,  

I will do it.”

John 14: 14
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Children welcome Chief Apostle Schneider  

and the Apostles to Dodoma in Tanzania  
on 19 April 2015 
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Dear brothers and sisters, dear guests, this Sunday is indeed 
a very special day for God’s work here in East Africa. All 
the African District Apostles are here because your District 
Apostle will be retired and a new one will be ordained. I 
am sure that this will be a decisive day in the history of  
the Church in East Africa. Don’t worry, the Master will  
remain the same. Only a new servant will be ordained.  
All of us—whether Chief 
Apostle, District Apos-
tles, or Apostles—are 
only servants of Jesus 
Christ. He is the Mas-
ter, the Lord. We are just 
servants. The new Dis-
trict Apostle will be a 
servant of the Lord just 
like the former one was. 
I have a wish, however. 
May every single one of 
us—including me—take 
a decisive step towards the goal of our faith today and so 
come closer to Christ. Let us take a big step towards Him so 
that we can become like Him, act and react like Him, and 
do His will.

The Bible text I have read is a wonderful promise. Jesus  
says, “If you ask anything in My name, I will do it.” Imagine 
all the wishes people have. It would be wonderful if all  
we had to do was to ask Jesus and He would fulfil all our  
wishes. But He attached some conditions to this promise. 
First of all, we have to believe in 
Him. We have to believe that He is 
the Son of God and not just a mir-
acle worker, or a big prophet who 
tells wonderful stories, or some-
body who can help us with our 
problems. We have to believe that 
He is the Son of God, the Saviour, 
who came on earth to bring sal-
vation to mankind and to prepare 
us for eternal life. So we have to 
believe in Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God, the Saviour of our soul, and 
not just in the One who can solve 
our problems.

The second condition is that we 
have to ask in His name, in other 
words, ask as though He were ask-
ing in our place. If we want our 
prayers to be answered, they have to 
be prayers that Jesus Himself could 

be praying. Asking in His name means that Jesus Himself 
could have uttered the plea. Every time somebody came to 
Jesus to ask for something and He realized that they did not 
have enough faith, or that He could not approve of the plea, 
He refused to do what He had been asked. Some Pharisees 
came to Him one day and said, “Teacher, we want to see a 
sign from you.” But He refused and answered, “A wicked 

and adulterous genera- 
tion asks for a sign! But 
none will be given it 
except  the sign of the 
prophet Jonah. For as  
Jonah was three days  
and three nights in the 
belly of a huge fish, so 
the Son of Man will be 
three days and three 
nights in the heart of 
the earth” (Matthew 12: 
39–40). That was a clear 

answer, “If you want to believe in Me, you have to believe in 
the Resurrection. You will not receive any other sign.” 

Dear brothers and sisters, we have to believe in the Son of 
God. We have to believe in our Saviour and believe that He 
laid down His life for us. That is how He proved His love. 
We cannot come to God every morning and say, “Can you 
not do a miracle to show how great Your love is for me?” 
That will not work. Jesus produced evidence long ago that 
He loves us: He died for us. 

Eternal life will always be  
more important for the Lord 

than anything earthly.  
So it is pointless to ask Him  

to shift priorities. 

Apostles and Bishops seated next to the altar
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Neither can we demand of Jesus, “Please do a miracle so 
that we can recognize that Your work is really the work of 
salvation.” Imagine if God were to do something wonder-
ful here in Dodoma to prove: these are my children, this 
is the work of God. But 
He does not do that. He 
says, “My children are 
the proof that this is the 
work of God because 
they are developing into 
a new creature.” A kind 
of resurrection is taking 
place. Our old nature  
is dying off and the new 
creature is emerging and  
becoming more and 
more visible. We believe in the work of God because  
we see the new creature emerging. 

Jesus gave many examples. For one, there was the  
parable of the talents. A nobleman wanted to go to a  
foreign country. Before he left he called ten of his servants 
and gave them each a mina and told them, “Do business  

till I come.” When the master came back, he called his 
servant to account. One of the servants who had kept  
the mina and did nothing with it tried to argue, “For I  
feared you, because you are an austere man” (Luke 19: 13, 

21). But the Lord Jesus 
made it clear that the 
servant had been giv-
en an order and that 
he should have carried 
it out. He should sim-
ply have obeyed. Jesus 
tells us, “I am the Son 
of God. That is why 
My words will not pass 
away.”

Many people today would surely like to ask Jesus, “Can’t 
You change Your gospel? I have my doubts. Why don’t You 
adapt it to our time, to our country, to our conditions.” But 
Jesus will not do that. Those who believe that He is the Son 
of God know that what He said is valid for all eternity. He 
will not change the gospel because of us. There is no point 
in asking Him to do so. 

If we ask the Lord for a strong 
faith, He will give it to us  

because He prays for exactly the 
same thing for you and me. 
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Top left:   
District Apostle Shadreck Lubasi  
addresses the congregation during  
the divine service

There is also no point in asking  
Jesus to bless a divided heart. He is 
the Son of God and wants the whole 
heart. In the Sermon on the Mount 
He explained that many will come 
knocking on heaven’s door at the 
end of time, requesting to be let in. 
“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, 
Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he who does the will of 
My Father in heaven. Many will say 
to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have 
we not prophesied in Your name, cast 
out demons in Your name, and done 

many wonders in Your name?’ And then I will declare to 
them, ‘I never knew you’” (Matthew 7: 21–23). He knew 
that even though they had done great things in His name, 
their heart was undecided. It was divided.

We cannot ask the Lord to bless us if our heart is divided or 
if we are not obedient. You know, if we have a problem we 
can ask the Lord to help us. But what we cannot do is solve 
the problem by dishing up a lie. That will not work. If we do 
that we are actually asking Him to bless our disobedience. 
We did not respect the covenant, but expect His help. That 
will not work. He cannot bless a divided heart.

There is something else that does not coincide with His 
thoughts. It is pointless to ask Him to punish sinners. The 
disciples tried once and said to the Lord, “Do You want us 
to command fire to come down from heaven and consume 
them, just as Elijah did?” (Luke 9: 54). Jesus rebuked them. 
Another time, the scribes and Pharisees brought a woman 
to Him and said, “Teacher, this woman was caught in adul-
tery, in the very act” (John 8: 4), expecting Him to punish 
her. Jesus refused because these were not His thoughts. It  
is pointless to ask Jesus to punish the sinner. He will not 
do it. After all, He is the Saviour and wants to deliver the 
sinner and not punish him. 
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One last example. When Jesus was with Mary and  
Martha, Mary was sitting at His feet listening to Him, and 
Martha was busy with all kinds of preparations. She came  
and said, “Lord, do You not care that my sister has left me 
to serve alone? Therefore tell her to help me.” And Jesus 
answered, “Mary has chosen that good part” (Luke 10: 40, 
42). We cannot expect Jesus 
to attach more importance 
to our earthly life than to 
eternal life. Eternal life will 
always be more important 
for the Lord. So it is useless 
to ask Him to shift prior-
ities. He will not do it. So 
you see, there are things 
where it is pointless to ask 
Him. He will not be able to 
change them, because they testify of a lack of faith on our  
part, and that does not correspond to His will. He wants us 
to believe. 

So what can we ask Him for? That is actually quite simple. 
We can ask Him for those things He asked His Father for. 
Jesus said to Simon Peter, “But I have prayed for you, that 
your faith should not fail” (Luke 22: 32). We can ask the Lord 
to give us a strong faith and that we can believe no matter 
what happens, and that we can believe without signs and just  

Chief Apostle Jean-Luc Schneider ordains Joseph Ekhuya as the new District 
Apostle for East Africa. Behind them, District Apostles Patrick Mkhwanazi from 
South Africa and Michael Deppner from the Democratic Republic of the Congo

because He said it. That constitutes a strong faith. If we  
ask the Lord to give us a strong faith, He will do it, because 
He prays for exactly the same thing for you and me.

We can pray in the name of Jesus, “Lord, Your will be done.” 
I know that is not that easy, because sometimes there are 

misconceptions about the 
will of God. We think that 
God wants us to suffer, to 
be sick, and to die. But that 
is a misconception. God 
does not want us to suffer. 
God wants us to remain 
obedient in suffering. God 
wants us to remain faithful 
even if we have to suffer.

Jesus knew exactly what the will of His Father was. 
He knew, “This is the path I have to take, but the will  
of God is that I remain faithful and obedient until the  
end.” That was the will of His Father. When Jesus said, “Not 
My will, but Yours, be done” (Luke 22: 42) He knew, “My 
Father does not want Me to suffer and die. All He wants  
is that I remain obedient until the end. That is His will 
which has to be done.” If we pray as Jesus did, “Father, Your 
will be done,” it means that we have decided to remain 
faithful no matter what. And then Jesus will help us.

It is my wish that everyone  
in every congregation  

prays, “Father, whatever  
happens, let us be one.”
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A token of appreciation to  
the retiring District Apostle.  

Pictured left to right are  
District Apostles Noel Barnes  

and Shadreck Lubasi (ret.) 
with Chief Apostle  

Jean-Luc Schneider

Praying in the name of Jesus also means asking Him for 
grace in the way He expects. He explained very precisely 
what we have to do to obtain grace: we have to be humble 
and repentant and forgive our neighbour. That is the gospel 
of Jesus Christ, and if we observe it and then ask Him for 
grace, He will grant it to us. 

The old Apostle even said that Jesus is in heaven and  
intercedes for us with the Father to forgive us, “And if any-
one sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ 
the righteous” (1 John 2: 1). He is in heaven and intercedes 
for us. So if we ask for grace with a humble, repentant, and 
forgiving heart He will grant it. He asks the same for us.

In another prayer, Jesus prayed for the unity of His Apostles 
and for all those who believe in Jesus Christ through them. 
Therefore He also prayed for us. We are those who believe 
in Jesus Christ through the Apostles, and He prays for the 
unity of His people. I would like that each and everyone in 
every congregation prays: “Father, whatever happens, let us 
be one.” If we pray sincerely for the unity in our congrega-
tion, Jesus will grant it because He is praying for exactly the 
same thing.

If we ask Him, “Please shorten the time and come quickly,” 
He will fulfil our plea, because He is praying for exactly the 
same thing. So you see, where these five points are con-
cerned we always pray in the name of Jesus. He will answer 
and fulfil our pleas. If we ask Him for a strong faith, He will 
give it to us. If we ask Him to help us in remaining obedient 
and faithful no matter what, He will do it. If we ask Him for 

CORE THOUGHTS

Jesus answers those petitions He can 
approve of. 

Our prayers have to be firmly grounded on faith in 
Jesus Christ and correspond with the will of God. 
God hears those who pray for a strong faith, perse-
verance in tests, grace, and unity, and who strive for 
the first resurrection. 

So that our prayers can be answered, they must be 
founded on faith in Jesus Christ and be offered to 
the Lord in His name, in other words they have to 
correspond with His will. 

grace, He will grant it. But we have to ask for grace in His 
name, in other words, we have to accept His conditions. 

If we long for unity and pray for it, He will grant it because 
He too longs for it. And if we pray for the shortening of the 
time, “Lord, come quickly!” He will do it. He wants it too.
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The Creed

What is a creed?
A creed is a summary of the essential content of a doctrine 
of faith. Such a creed contains all the things which the 
members of a particular religious denomination profess.  
It is by way of its creed that a religious denomination  
distinguishes itself from another.

How did the first Christian creeds come into  
being?
The first Christian creeds are called the “early church 
creeds”. They came into being between the second and 
fourth centuries ad. It was during this time that the  
doctrine of the trinity of God and the doctrine of the  
essence of Jesus Christ, that is, of His nature, were formu-
lated.

This had become necessary because there had been dis-
putes about various contents of faith. For example, there 
was the opinion that Jesus Christ did not really die on  
the cross and that He did not really resurrect. The func-
tion of the creeds was to distinguish the faith from these 
heresies.

Which are the most important of the  
early church creeds?
The two most important early church creeds are the  
Apostolic Creed (“Apostolicum”) and the Creed of Nicaea- 

Constantinople. The basic features of the Apostolicum 
were compiled in the second century and lightly sup-
plemented in the fourth century. The Creed of Nicaea- 
Constantinople is the result of the Council of Nicaea (in 
the year 325 ad) and the Council of Constantinople (in 
the year 381 ad). The main purpose of this creed was to 
enshrine the profession of the trinity of God.

A council is an assembly of senior religious dignitaries, who 
come together to discuss important matters of faith.

What significance do the early church creeds 
have for the New Apostolic Church?
The doctrine of the New Apostolic Church is based  
upon Holy Scripture. The early church creeds summarize 
important contents that are attested in Holy Scripture. 

The New Apostolic Church professes belief in the tri-
une God, in Jesus Christ as true God and true Man, in  
Jesus’ birth by the virgin Mary, in the sending of the Holy  
Spirit, in the church, the sacraments, the expectation of  
the return of Christ, and the resurrection of the dead, as  
formulated in the two early church creeds.

Despite the differences between the individual denom-
inations, these professions constitute a binding element 
among Christians.

In September this year, the Catechism of the New Apostolic Church in Questions  
and Answers will be published in book form. community presents excerpts of some  
of the 750 questions and answers. In this issue we will look at the creed and the  
triune God. 
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The Creed

The term “confession” can mean “creed” or “church affilia-
tion”. The different Christian denominations can also be  
described as different “confessions”.

What is the text of the New Apostolic Creed?
“I believe in God, the Father, the Almighty, the Creator of 
heaven and earth.

“I believe in Jesus Christ, the only begotten Son of God, 
our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died, and was buried, entered the realm of the dead, 
rose again from the dead on the third day, and ascended 
into heaven. He is seated at the right hand of God, the  
Father Almighty, from where He will return.

“I believe in the Holy Spirit, the one, holy, universal, and 
apostolic church, the community of the saints, the forgive-
ness of sins, the resurrection of the dead, and life everlast-
ing.

“I believe that the Lord Jesus rules His church and thereto 
sent His Apostles, and until His return still sends them, 
with the commission to teach, to forgive sins in His name, 
and to baptize with water and Holy Spirit.

“I believe that those designated by God for a ministry are 
ordained only by Apostles, and that authority, blessing, 
and sanctification for their ministration come forth out of 
the Apostle ministry.

“I believe that the Holy Baptism with water is the first step 
to a renewal of a human being in the Holy Spirit, and that 
the person baptized is adopted into the fellowship of those 
who believe in Jesus Christ and profess Him as their Lord.

“I believe that Holy Communion was instituted by the 
Lord Himself in memory of the once brought, fully valid 
sacrifice, and bitter suffering and death of Christ. The  
worthy partaking of Holy Communion establishes our  
fellowship with Jesus Christ, our Lord. It is celebrated  
with unleavened bread and wine; both must be con- 
secrated and dispensed by a minister authorized by an 
Apostle.

“I believe that those baptized with water must, through 
an Apostle, receive the gift of the Holy Spirit to attain the 
childhood in God and thereby the prerequisite for becom-
ing a firstling.

“I believe that the Lord Jesus will return as surely as He 
ascended into heaven and that He will take to Himself the 
firstfruits of the dead and living who have hoped for and 
were prepared for His coming; that after the marriage in 
heaven He will return to earth with them to establish His 
kingdom of peace, and that they will reign with Him as 
a royal priesthood. After the conclusion of the kingdom 
of peace, He will hold the Last Judgement. Then God will 
create a new heaven and a new earth and dwell with His 
people.

“I believe that I am obliged to obey the worldly authorities 
provided no godly laws are thereby transgressed.”

What is the significance of the New Apostolic 
Creed?
In ten Articles of Faith, the New Apostolic Creed brings 
the doctrine of the New Apostolic Church to binding  
expression. It also has the function of defining the attitude 
of faith of New Apostolic Christians.

Beyond that, the creed serves to make other people famil-
iar with the most important elements of the New Apostolic 
faith.

Masthead
Publisher: Jean-Luc Schneider, Überlandstrasse 243, CH-8051 Zurich/Switzerland
Verlag Friedrich Bischoff GmbH, Gutleutstrasse 298, 60327 Frankfurt/Germany
Editor: Peter Johanning
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The triune God
Who is the triune God?
God is a spiritual, perfect, and completely independent  
being. He is eternal, without beginning and without  
end. The one God is the Father, the Son, and the Holy  
Spirit. When we talk about “the Father, the Son, and the 
Holy Spirit”, we are not referring to three different gods,  
but rather three persons who are the one God.

What characteristics of God do we know?
Human beings are incapable of fully describing God. How-
ever, we know some of God’s characteristics: He is the One 
God (the only God), the Holy One, The Almighty, the 
Eternal, the Loving One, the Gracious One, the Righteous 
One, and the Perfect One.

What is the relationship of the father, the Son, 
and the Holy Spirit to one another?
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are names for the three divine 
persons. Although they are to be distinguished from one 
another, they are nevertheless the one God. In Christian 
tradition, each of the three divine persons is assigned a 
particular point of emphasis: God, the Father, is the Cre-
ator of heaven and earth. God, the Son, is the Redeemer 
who became human and gave His life as a sacrifice for the 
redemption of mankind. God, the Holy Spirit, is the Maker 
of the new creation: He sees to it that the salvation of God 
is made accessible to mankind and that the new creation 
comes to its completion. 

What does the term “father” mean when it is 
used in relationship to God? 
When the term “Father” is used in relationship to God,  
it is associated with divine aspects of creatorship, author- 
ity, and loving care. God is the source and sustainer of  
that which He has created. In this respect, all human  
beings are able to address God, who is their Creator, as 
“Father”. 

What does the creation tell us about God?
The creation and the laws by which it functions bear wit-
ness to God’s wisdom, the magnitude of which cannot even 
be imagined by man. In admiration the psalmist exclaims, 
“The heavens declare the glory of God; and the firmament  
shows His handiwork” (Psalm 19: 1).

In what span of time did God create the world?
God created the world in six “days of creation”. The term 
“day of creation” refers to a period of time whose duration 
is not precisely specified. A “day” in the creation of God is 
not to be equated with a day according to our reckoning 
of time. Genesis 2: 2 states, “And on the seventh day God 
ended His work which He had done, and He rested on the 
seventh day from all His works which He had done.”

“… that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day” (2 Peter 3: 8).
“For a thousand years in Your sight are like yesterday when 
it is past” (Psalm 90: 4).

Does the creation of God only consist of that 
which human beings can grasp with their senses?
No. There is also an invisible creation of God. Its mysteries 
elude human inquiry—like God Himself. Holy Scripture 
nevertheless contains references to realms, occurrences, 
conditions, and beings outside of the material creation.

Is the Devil part of the invisible creation?
The Devil was originally one of the angels. As such he is 
part of the invisible creation. This angel rebelled against 
God and was cast out of heaven and the fellowship of God 
with his followers owing to his disobedience, envy, and 
lies.

“For … God did not spare the angels who sinned, but cast 
them down to hell” (2 Peter 2: 4).
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Coming in book format 
in September 2015 
The Catechism of the New Apostolic Church is sched-
uled to appear in a new format on 1 September this 
year. Such was the decision made by the District 
Apostle Meeting at its last session. The instructional text 
has now been revised and will be launched shortly in a 
question-and-answer format. 

Translations into the Church’s five primary languages 
have also been completed, as has the layout of the  
new text. The finishing touches to prepare the work  
for printing are currently underway. 

Joint launch in several languages

Actually, the Catechism in Questions and Answers 
(CNAC QA) might just as easily have been published in 
phases, namely in English, German, French, Spanish, 
and Portuguese. However, the District Apostle Meeting 
resolved that all the primary language variants of the 
work should be released on a common date. This also 
marks the starting shot for the release of other lan- 
guages where the translation has already been  
completed. This primarily includes a series of regional 
languages in the Democratic Republic of the  
Congo, which is home to approximately one third of  
our Church’s worldwide membership. 

Instructional material 

The Church leadership considered it important to  
develop a version of the Catechism especially suited for 
the purpose of instruction. It was for this reason that the 
text of the Catechism was broken down into 750 ques-
tions and answers. This was explained by the project 
group The New Apostolic Faith (PG TNAF), which has 
been working on this foundational text for almost ten 
years now. 

The format of questions and answers is not foreign to 
Christian catechisms, and has already been in use for 
centuries. It has even had a long tradition in the New 
Apostolic Church. The didactic methods behind this are 
tried and tested. Thus the Catechism in Questions and 
Answers is also to be used for the instruction of minis-
ters, and as a teaching manual to support the education 
of children and young people. 

“And the angels who did not keep their proper domain, but 
left their own abode, He has reserved in everlasting chains 
under darkness for the judgement of the great day” (Jude 6).

What is the task of the angels?
It is the task of the angels to worship God, fulfil His com-
missions, and thereby serve Him. God’s love for human 
beings is also revealed in that He allows angels to serve  
human beings. From Matthew 18: 10 we may even con-
clude that children have special angel protection.

“I am Raphael, one of the seven holy angels, which present 
the prayers of the saints, and which go in and out before the 
glory of the Holy One. … For not of any favour of mine, but 
by the will of our God I came; wherefore praise him for ever” 
(Tobit 12: 15, 18).
“Take heed that you do not despise one of these little ones, for 
I say to you that in heaven their angels always see the face of 
My Father who is in heaven” (Matthew 18: 10).

Should angels be worshipped? 
No, because angels only act in accordance with the will of 
God. For this reason it is not to them, but to God alone, 
that thanks and worship are due.

Angels are “all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for 
those who will inherit salvation” (Hebrews 1: 14).

Why should human beings concern themselves 
with the invisible?
Man is an entity consisting of spirit, soul, and body (cf. 1 
Thessalonians 5: 23). The body is mortal and thus belongs 
to the visible creation of God. Soul and spirit thus belong 
to the invisible creation of God. Because soul and spirit 
continue to exist even after physical death, it is important 
to concern oneself with the invisible. 

The attitude which a person adopts toward God during 
earthly life will have consequences for his existence in the 
beyond. This insight can help him resist the temptations of 
the Devil and lead a life that is pleasing to God.

The significance of the invisible is clarified by Apostle 
Paul, “For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is  
working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory” (2 Corinthians 4: 17–18). Occupying themselves 
with the invisible therefore helps human beings process 
that which they experience.


